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Variety Berlinale (USA, trade)
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M VARIETY.COM/BERLIN

JARIETY

BURROWING

MAN TANKER SITT
(SWEDEN)

A Fasad production, with the support of
SF1, Film i Vast, Film i Halland, Cinepost,
Svt. (International sales: Fasad, Stock-
holm.) Produced by Erika Wasserman.
Executive producer, Jesper Ganslandt.

Directed, written, edited by Hen-
rik Hellstrom, Fredrik Wenzel. Camera
(eolor, HD-to-35mm), Wenzel; music, Erik

Henrik Hellstrom’s “Burrowing”

Enocksson; production designer, Sandra
Wessberg. Reviewed at Gothenburg Film
Festival (market), Jan. 30, 2009. Original
title: Man tanker sitt. (In Berlin Film
Festival — Forum.) Running time: 76
MIN.

With: Sebastian Eklund, Jorgen Svens-
son, Hannes Sandahl, Marek Kostrzewski,
Bodil Wessberg, Silas Franceen.

By ALISSA SIMON
sing many of the same
Swedish west coast loca-
tions and collaborators

as executive producer Jesper
Ganslandt’s 2006 “Falkenburg
Farewell,” the intermittently
mesmerizing low-budget ex-
perimental mood piece “Bur-
rowing,” from feature debutants
Henrik Hellstrom and Fredrik
Wenzel, takes inspiration from
the writings of Henry David Tho-
reau, emphasizing the impor-
tance of self-reliance, solitude,
contemplation and closeness to
nature. Gorgeous, painterly im-
ages (shot with a 1920x1080-
format HD camera) of fields,
forests and running water con-
trast with the ugly, ordered con-
fines of suburbia. Specialty item
will appeal most strongly to fests
and the cinematheque circuit,
Central character is 1l-year-
old Sebastian (Sebastian Eklund),
whose philosophical musings
(wise beyond his years) provide a
bridge between scenes and intro-
duce other rebellious misfits from
the neighborhood. There’s Jimmy
(Jorgen Svensson), who is living
at his parents’ home and haphaz-
ardly caring for a baby of his own,
and Mischa (Marek Kostrzewski),
a former guest worker who never
left. No explanations are given for
their socially unacceptable behav-
ior — or for Sebastian’s. Occasion-
ally, non-pro cast’s rough edges dis-
rupt the pie’s spell, but when Erik
Enocksson’s ethereally evocative
soundtrack replaces the ambient
sound, everything is forgiven.



























